
 

  
Ms. Stell        Room: I-122             Email: kathleen.stell@dvusd.org  
Phone: (623) 445-3565 Website: dvusd.org/dm-stell 
Literature book online: my.hrw.com           Remind.com class code: _______ 
  
Supplies: 
-   two  70 page spiral notebooks      -  highlighters 
-  pens (black or dark blue)                          -  colored pencils 
-  pencils and erasers                                             -  rolls of clear tape  
 **Please replenish pens, pencils, and tape whenever you run out throughout the year. 
  
ELA Content:   Standards for 8 th  grade English Language Arts can be found on the DMS 
website. These standards include reading, writing, language, speaking, and listening skills. 
  
Reading and Writing - 8 th  graders will learn to closely read and analyze both fiction and nonfiction 
and respond in writing. You will learn to write narrative, informative, and argumentative pieces 
using the writing process and technology. A variety of strategies will be used including close 
reading, ACE, graphic organizers, and dialectic journaling. 
  
Language - Skills of focus will include verbals, verb moods, active and passive voice, figures of 
speech, punctuation, spelling, and vocabulary including knowledge of Greek and Latin word 
parts, connotation, and relationships among words.  
  
Speaking and Listening - Students will practice speaking and listening skills in a variety of 
methods including Socratic Seminar, literature circles, group writing, and presentations. 
   
Policies: 
Absences - When you are absent, please check the class website for your assignments. If you 
are unable to check the website, please copy the agenda board or another student’s agenda 
when you return to school. Check your student mailbox for handouts on the day you return. You 
will have one day to make up work for each day you were absent; any work turned in after that 
will be considered late and may earn reduced credit.  After following these procedures, be 
sure to ask any necessary questions about the work as soon as possible to ensure it is 
made up on time. 
  
Agenda -  Please copy the agenda from the whiteboard in the back of the room into your 
agenda book at the beginning of each class session.  This will document what we’ve worked 
on in class and what you are responsible for completing at home. 
 



 

Assignments/Grading - Late work may receive reduced credit. Work must be legible. Dates and 
titles should be included on each page of your notebook. For assignments turned in separately, 
write your heading in the top right corner consisting of first and last name, date, period, and 
assignment. Long-term assignments are due on the designated date regardless of absences 
during the period of time for working on the assignment. 8 th  graders will receive grade sheets for 
all classes several times per month and will be tracking their progress in their agenda.  

Please review your data at home with your parents and have them signed on the 
designated dates. Please check Powerschools often to ensure you have no missing 
work. 
  
Extra Help -   I am available after school by appointment to provide extra help and a quiet place to 
study. In order to stay after school, you must have arranged for transportation home.  I want you 
to succeed! If you are struggling, let me know how I can help. 
  
Notebooks -  Your spiral notebook will be the most important supply for the entire year. 
Most of your classwork will be kept in your notebook and it will be a valuable study tool. Feel 
free to decorate your notebook to represent your uniqueness and transform it into an important 
resource that you will be sure not to lose! 
  
Reading -  You should have a book with you each day . This can be fiction or nonfiction – but 
must be a book – not a magazine. Books can be brought from home or checked out from Ms. 
Stell, the school, or public library. E-readers are permitted, as long as they are used for the 
intended purpose. Keeping the device safe is the student’s responsibility, and you must be sure 
to have permission before using the device.  

We will also utilize  myon.com  for reading practice both in school and at home. If you do 
not have internet access at home, be sure to complete your assigned myon.com reading during 
RTI time.  
  
Technology - Technology will be an important part of accessing ELA curriculum. Please take care 
when using the school’s equipment. Misuse could lead to discipline and future restrictions. 
Students are permitted to use their own electronic devices in class, however, if a student is 
using this for a purpose other than the given task or at any time without permission, procedures 
from the student handbook will be followed.  

Please visit my website to keep up to date. Parents and students can sign up to 
receive text messages about class at remind.com or by texting your class code to 81010. 
You can also access the 8 th  grade literature book online outside of school- login 
directions are on Ms. Stell’s website. 
 
Videos - Students will be viewing content-related video clips and films throughout the year. 
Parents can contact Ms. Stell if there are any concerns regarding the use of videos in language 
arts class. 
 



 

8 th  Grade ELA Syllabus Acknowledgement 
  

Students and parents, please initial next to each statement once complete.  
Sign and return this page to Ms. Stell by Monday, August 13th, 2018. 
  
Student   Parent 
initials     initials 
  
______   ______ I have read the syllabus for Ms. Stell’s 8 th  grade ELA. 
  
______   ______ I understand that student data should be reviewed at home weekly. 
  
______   ______ I understand that students should always have a book to read and will also be 
utilizing myon.com for reading practice. 
  
______   ______ I understand that I can sign up for text message updates for Ms. Stell’s class 
on remind.com or by texting the class code to 81010. 
 
______   ______ I understand that students will be viewing content-related video clips and films 
and I can contact Ms. Stell with any concerns regarding the use of videos in class. 
 
  
____________________________ ____________________________  
Student Name Student Signature 
  

____________________________ ____________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
  
Students, please tape your syllabus to pages 2 and 3 of your ELA notebook to use as a 
reference throughout the year. The syllabus can also be found at dvusd.org/dm-stell. 
  

  
 

Write to be understood, speak to be heard, read to grow. 
-Lawrence Clark Powell 

 


